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Resolu on Reques ng the Board of County Commissioners Inves gate the 
Recurring Pa ern of Strange Fire Behavior 

Execu ve Summary: This resoluƟon calls for comprehensive forensic invesƟgaƟons into wildfire damage 
paƩerns observed in Spokane County and other affected areas. CiƟng reports of unusual fire behavior, 
including selecƟve destrucƟon of structures, fires crossing natural and man-made barriers, and severe 
vehicle damage, the resoluƟon argues that these observaƟons warrant addiƟonal scienƟfic examinaƟon. 
It encourages qualified experts to analyze burn paƩerns, environmental impacts, and physical evidence 
to determine whether factors beyond convenƟonal wildfire combusƟon may have contributed to the 
damage. The resoluƟon further advocates for public release of invesƟgaƟve findings to promote 
transparency, scienƟfic inquiry, public safety, and wildfire preparedness. 

WHEREAS, wildfires have occurred throughout the world, the United States, and Spokane County, and 
are oŌen described as unprecedented due to the severity and unusual paƩerns of destrucƟon observed; 
and 

WHEREAS, reports from affected communiƟes describe homes being destroyed while nearby trees, 
vegetaƟon, or adjacent structures appear to sustain comparaƟvely limited damage; and 

WHEREAS, wildfires have at Ɵmes crossed roads, rivers, and other features commonly considered 
potenƟal fire barriers; and 

WHEREAS, vehicles exposed to wildfire condiƟons have exhibited extensive damage, including melted 
components and severely degraded materials; and 

WHEREAS, mulƟple simultaneous fire events can strain firefighƟng and emergency response resources; 
and 

WHEREAS, some residents and observers believe that certain wildfire damage paƩerns and fire 
behaviors warrant further scienƟfic examinaƟon and forensic analysis to beƩer understand their causes; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Spokane GOP calls for a comprehensive forensic invesƟgaƟon of 
wildfire aŌermaths and damage paƩerns in Spokane County and other affected jurisdicƟons; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such invesƟgaƟons should include examinaƟon of burn paƩerns, 
structural destrucƟon, vegetaƟon impacts, soil condiƟons, ash residues, and other physical evidence that 
may help explain observed fire behavior; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that qualified experts be encouraged to conduct appropriate tesƟng and 
analysis to determine whether factors beyond convenƟonal wildfire combusƟon contributed to the 
observed damage; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the findings of any such invesƟgaƟon be made publicly available in the 
interest of transparency, scienƟfic inquiry, public safety, and informed wildfire preparedness and 
response. 

 

 


